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Never before has an original video game world pushed the comic
book medium so hard as it did in the late eighties. The medium
seemed to be in need of something that would legitimize it as an art
form, and in 1984, Capcom released the arcade game Commando.
Initially released for arcade hardware, Capcom made the leap to
consoles with the Super Nintendo Entertainment System, and
developed a fighting game known as the Street Fighter II series.
Commando placed its hero, Captain Commando, inside of a futuristic
computer generated environment, and pitted him against a wide
variety of enemies that were imbued with an incredibly deep
backstory. The comic book artist of Commando, Akira Toriyama,
worked in tandem with the game's scenarist, Kenji Terada, to craft an
internal narrative involving an alien invasion of earth and the
gathering of a super-powered group of soldiers to fight back against
the aliens. Toriyama's art style was rendered even more impressive
when he wasn't simply drawing warriors, animals, and other
humanoid-esque characters, but also a variety of aliens, robots, and
extraterrestrial beings. If the medium of comic books needed to
become more respected, it now had its game to make that happen.
Even though Commandos publisher, Capcom, ultimately considered
its efforts as failed, it had already made a huge step in that direction.
Captain America Super Soldier wasn't the company's last attempt at
producing a comic book inspired action title. In 1987, Capcom
released another game called Dragon's Crown, a game that recreated
a great deal of the visual style and art style of Toriyama's
masterpiece, Dragon Ball. The game was a follow up to their fighting
game, Street Fighter II, and was soon followed by a second sequel,
Street Fighter II: Champion Edition. Capcom soon expanded the Street
Fighter franchise to Super NES with the two-disc title, Street Fighter II
V, and they then went on to develop a spinoff of Dragon Ball entitled
Dragon Ball Z: The Return of Cool Gai. They even made an internal
game titled Street Fighter III, which was originally set for release on
Super NES but was ultimately cancelled. There are various rumors
floating about as to why this game was scrapped, but we can safely
assume that the decision was probably a financial one, given
Capcom's dire financial situation at the time. In the early nineties,
Capcom of America's headquarters was demolished, leaving them
without a presence in California, and they were forced to relocate
their U.S. operations to their Japanese home base in Osaka. It was
during this time that they began to place the majority of their focus
on console titles that they could exploit in the U.S. market, rather
than arcade games like they had done in the past. It was a move that
alienated many of their fans, and the conservative Japanese company
that they were, but it worked out for them in the long run. Capcom of
America, and later Capcom of Japan, entered into partnerships with
Marvel to produce their own high-end fighting game titles for
Nintendo, and these games became some of the best selling games
of their time.
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The top-loading NES replaced the classic system, the Super Nintendo
was over two years old, and the 16-bit battle was waging all around it

in full force. Capcom considered the NES obsolete at this point and
refused to publish the game in the United States. That's where

Nintendo stepped in and published the game itself for a spring 1994
release. Mega Man 6 is considered by many to be the last worthwhile
NES release in the catalog, and though that's not saying much when
looking at the title's contemporaries, Mega Man 6 is still as good as it
gets in many respects. The new Rush Adaptors combined Mega Man

with his robotic dog into one unit for the first time, and yes, Dr. Wily is
again behind the robotic destruction coursing through the game, this

time masquerading as the ill-disguised Mr. X. And while all Robot
Masters since Mega Man 2 have been designed by the Japanese,

Mega Man 6 totes a few created by North Americans. Captain America
has always played a role in the heart of superhero-type stories and I
can't think of a better example than Marvel's Captain America: Civil

War which pits heroes against one another. It's been a long time since
this character has been introduced in such a meaningful and

impactful way that has the potential to shake things up in his world.
Marvel's decision to engage in such a story would benefit by weaving

in elements of video games or by utilizing the development of
characters like Spider-Man in order to further and add meaning to the

events. The performance of Marvel's characters can have a huge
impact on the success of a video game and I can't wait to see what
they come up with in this new direction. Marvel's classic universe

properties like the Avengers, the Fantastic Four, and X-Men are also
ripe with enough characters to take on and play with. 5ec8ef588b
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