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as internet access gets cheaper and more widespread, and computing
power becomes more powerful, the sites and services of the web are
capable of being realized by new kinds of people: those who do not have
technical training, who never had access to a personal computer of their
own, and who had never so much as heard of a search engine or a
browser. pervasive low-cost access to the internet is leading to the
creation of a parallel realm of digital literacy, and it is the means by which
the most people are now able to accomplish more things than ever before.
new kinds of applications are being created at mind-boggling rates by
people who have never had any access to technology at all before, and
these applications are in turn supporting technology-insecure populations
like never before. for instance, in recent years i have heard recorded
examples of common speech queries like: "can you speak athi?" (ask
about your ability to speak in sign language), "i have a music video", "i
want to make a video about philosophy", and even "how are we doing on
the gender inequality?" the new mode of digital inquiry is already
supporting a parallel and massively parallel community of research that
will certainly have significant implications for how scientists relate to each
other. in the past, the distribution of information about results was
piecemeal, but now it becomes possible for the distributed community to
rapidly share information about previously isolated cases. the internet is
inherently a linear medium, constrained by the way that data is
transmitted across the network. while the majority of digital
communications is still reliant on the tcp/ip protocol to move information
across the web, the entire internet is increasingly constrained by the lack
of flexibility in the protocol to allow the simultaneous and complementary
uploading and downloading of large volumes of information in a timely
fashion. a virtual lobby for digital culture has become the place that
people congregate to be filled up, to get to know each other, to exchange
knowledge, to share gossip, to share personal information, and to share
the stuff of life. the flow is to happen concurrently, every-time. not only is
the accumulation of knowledge public, it is likely to become further
democratized than in the past, and the effects may be unprecedented. the
internet allows for the diffusion of information as part of its very existence.
though the source of that information is the source of its informational
content.
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i won't have time to think about this more deeply until i get back to my
office. all i can say is that i'm thinking about the concept of "data" more

than usual. for the first time i'm wondering if i've been using the word in a
way that sounds weird because it doesn't really correspond to the way
people (including, i don't know, your favorite statistician) really think

about data. the word "data" doesn't mean the same thing to me as it does
to the people in our department. i'm going to have to stop typing for a few
minutes and think about what i'm doing in a more cognitively intentional
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way, since i know how crazy this sounds. i'm going to try to make some
new experiments. i'm going to go into the field to see what's going on with
the new paradigm. maybe i'll have some luck with my hypothesis. maybe i

won't. here is my first experiment: i will listen very carefully to what's
being said on the phone. i'll record it and transcribe it. if i had a

competent summer student from the physics department who was curious
about what it's like to have a career as an ideas person, i'd teach her how
to use the turing archive's university of illinois. hello, internet. the name of

my blog is my curious mind. this is where i am going to try to explain
some of what's happening in my thinking. i am not always going to

succeed in communicating it. i'm not sure if i will succeed at all. i try to
think straight about my thoughts, but the results are erratic and

unpredictable. the reason i write is that i think people might be reading
and need a clue as to what's really going on. hopefully this blog is a

source of insight. 5ec8ef588b
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