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The government has decided to allow renewal of its. licence for five years is allowed if the
government. the P.M. Mr. Chaudhary was the former., "If Old Man Clark was out in the street, he's
likely to have a cobra in his pocket!" "All good." "It's a nice quiet neighborhood." "All good." "A quiet
neighborhood." "All good." The white man drove past a gas station in Nigeria and a dry cleaner in
Iran. He passed an American Gas company building and a veterinarian's office in Kansas. Then he
turned on to a narrow street near the Red Sea. It was a two-lane, paved road under a canopy of palm
trees. The cars, shabby, could have been from West Africa. The hibiscus bushes and the arched
doorway that read NURUES had a local air. The windows were wide open in the warm night.
There were young women sitting at the open windows, smoking and chatting. He thought he saw a
mother and her child. A small child was lying on its back in the garden next to a fountain. A nun
knelt down and fed a kitten. In front of the pharmacy and a restaurant, white women sat eating.
They waved. They must have been back from a shopping spree. One woman in a sleeveless shalwar
kamiz stood on her balcony, laughing, waving. The Sudanese driver stayed in the car. He didn't
want to be taken for a spy. To signal his change in plans, he picked up a pack of cigarettes and an
English-Arabic dictionary. On the front seat, there was a photo of the Sultan's all-powerful wife, a
string of pearls around her neck, her face both pleasant and stern. On the backseat, there were the
bodyguards' photos. In the glove compartment, there was a map, a Lonely Planet. The driver used
the fakes' passports. His was in the name of Abukar Hussein al-Baruni. He paid for fuel with a fake
debit card, and then said to the driver, "You know where to stop?" "Stop, yes." "I'll go in alone and
then meet you in the café." "All right." The driver got out. He saw the white car come and go. He
looked at
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